Table 14-1. Comparison of Vehicle-Carried Energy
Sources for Rocket Propulsion .

Maximum Theoretical

Type Energy Release (cal/g)
Chemical (O,-H>) _ 3.60 x 10::
Free radical (H + H — H;) 5.26 x 1010
Nuclear fission (1007%;) 1.70 x 1{}11
Nuclear fusion 1.82 % 1013
Matter annihilation 2.15 x 10
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